Already Been Done  
By Rick Berger
Have you ever shot a brightly colored flower then on your computer desaturated everything down to black and white in the shot but the flower?  “That’s creative!” you say to yourself.  And you’d be right.  It is creative.  Then you pick up your favorite photography magazine and on page thirty-six is an article on how to desaturate a photo leaving only one portion in full color.  As an example they use a shot of a brightly colored flower with everything else in the shot desaturated down to black and white.  At that point your creative ego deflates like a Macy’s Thanksgiving Day balloon after the parade.  You think, “Well, I guess somebody else had the same idea.”  You’d be right.  In fact, about thirteen hundred other shooters across the nation probably used the same technique during the past week.  I know because I’m one of them.

This little scenario is not meant to discourage you but rather to encourage and empower you.  It’s merely a reminder that many photographic techniques have already been tackled.  Now I’m not proclaiming that there’s nothing new under the sun.  There’ll always be a Picasso out there who will come up with something truly innovative and different.  However, with today’s hot cameras, drones and Go Pros anything goes.  Combine this with the latest amazing software editing effects and the sky’s the limit!  With a little creativity on your part, perhaps you’ll be the next big thing!  The boundaries today are limitless when it comes to creating a new look in photographs even if you simply come up with a new take on an old subject. 
The key word in seeking a new creative slant to your work is “variations.”  If you strive to vary your work so that it’s just a little (or even better yet, a lot) different from what we usually see in magazines, photo club competitions, exhibits etc. you’ll be ahead of the game.
Creating variations isn’t always easy.  So do we just wallow in despair, put down our cameras, and take up golf?  Of course not!  Perhaps what we need to do is look at the way we’re thinking of doing a project and consider how we’re going to shoot our photo or edit it after shooting.  Maybe we should simply reverse our strategy…color the background and let the flower appear in black and white!  We should study the work of other photographers and build on what they did so that we may create our own take on our images. 

When the Impressionist painters such as Monet saw the works of other impressionists such as Renoir, they certainly didn’t throw in the towel.  They just made sure that their style varied in some way from the works of the others.  Artist Andy Warhol’s success stemmed from his very different take on how commonplace objects can be viewed as art.  While others painted flowers he painted a soup can!
So the next time you take photos, think “variety.”  Imagine how to make your shot stand out from everyone else’s.  Who cares if it’s already been done?  It’s never 
been done by you and that’s what counts! 

